Prime

tired in the following year. Long a leading
though unobtrusive Presbyterian minister and
religious journalist, he was a man of sound judg-
ment and information who wrote with ease and
force. Besides the works already mentioned, he
published "Calvinism and Missions: an Address
Before the Synod of New York" (Foreign Mis-
sionary, January 1853) ; "Civil and Religious
Liberty in Turkey" (Presbyterian Quarterly and
Princeton Review, October 1875); and Notes,
Genealogical, Biographical, and Bibliographical,
of the Prime Family (1888). He died at his
home in New York City, leaving no children.
William Cowper Prime (q.vJ\ was a brother.

[Brief biog. by Wm. C. Prime in the work last men-
tioned above; Necrological Reports and Ann. Proc. of
the Alumni Asso. of Princeton Theological Sem.
(1899); N. Y. Observer, Apr. 9, 1891; N. Y. Tribune,
Apr. 8, 1891.]                                  W.L.W.Jr.

PRIME, SAMUEL IRENJEUS (Nov. 4,
i8i2-July 18, 1885), Presbyterian clergyman,
editor, and author, was born at Ballston, N. Y.,
but grew up at Cambridge, N. Y., where in 1813
his father, Nathaniel Scudder, son of Benjamin
Youngs Prime [g.z/.], became pastor of the Pres-
byterian church. His mother was Julia Ann
Jermain, of Sag Harbor, Long Island. The
Prime family had been prominent in Long Island
since the days of Samuel's great-grandfather,
Ebenezer, minister of the Presbyterian church
at Huntington from 1723 to 1779. Samuel grad-
uated from Williams College at the age of seven-
teen, and after some teaching studied in Prince-
ton Theological Seminary (1832-33). In 1834
he took charge of the Presbyterian church at
Ballston Spa, N. Y., where he was ordained on
June 4, 1835. Soon forced by illness to leave his
church, he taught for a while at Newburgh, and
then became pastor at Matteawan, N. Y., only
to meet failure of health again after two years.
In 1840 he became assistant editor of the New
York Observer, and went to live at Newark, N.
J. His connection with this paper was interrupt-
ed in 1849, but in 1851 he returned, to be its
editor for thirty-four years. He lived in Brook-
lyn from 1850 to 1858, and thenceforth in New
York City.

To the Observer, a religious weekly of Pres-
byterian affiliations, Prime gave broad scope and
unfailing interest. It commented on important
events of all kinds, though emphasizing church
affairs, religious activities, and social reforms.
Contributions were gathered from men of lead-
ership and able writers. Prime himself wrote
enough to make a hundred volumes, all in capi-
tal editorial style. He took sides emphatically
and m good temper on numerous subjects,
religious, educational, literary, political. His
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'Trenseus" letters, weekly essays of varied con-
tents, many reporting his travels, were a great
attraction. They were later published in two
series, Iren&us Letters (1882, 1885). Read by
many influential people and guiding the thought
of many families, the Observer was a force in
American life in the third quarter of the nine-
teenth century.

Prime conducted from 1853 the "Editor's
Drawer" in Harper's Magazine. This reposi-
tory of anecdotes and bits of wit and humor,
gathered far and wide, he made a popular in-
stitution. He was a favorite preacher and lec-
turer, an energetic worker in religious and
philanthropic organizations, and a great diner-
out. Through a very large correspondence he
helped many people with counsel and money.
He was always busy; he radiated good cheer,
and was full of jokes and stories. The list of his
publications contains nearly forty titles. All of
the following books except the last went through
several editions: The Old White Meeting House
(1845) ; Thoughts on the Death of Little Chil-
dren (1850); Travels in Europe and the East
(1855) ; The Power of Prayer (1859), of which
100,000 copies were issued in five years; Life of
Samuel F. B. Morse (1875). On Oct. 15, 1833,
he was married to Elizabeth Thornton Kemeys,
who lived less than a year thereafter; and on
Aug. 17, 1835, to Eloisa L. Williams of Balls-
ton Spa. Edward Dorr Griffin and William
Cowper Prime [qq.v.] were his brothers.

[Biog. sketch in Irenaus Letters, 2, ser. (1885) ;
Harper's Weekly, July 25, 1885; Samuel Ireneeus
Prime: Autobiog. and Memorials (1888), ed. by Wen-
dell Prime; Princeton Theol. Sem. Biog. Cat. (1909);
W. B. Sprague, Annals Am. Pulpit, vol. Ill (1858);
E. D. G. Prime, Notes, GsneaL, Biog., and Bibliog. of
the Prime Family (1888) ; S. A. Alliboiie, A Critical
Diet, of English Literature and British and Am, Au-
thors, vol. II (1870) ; N. Y. Tribune, July 19, 1885.]

R.H.N.

PRIME, WILLIAM COWPER (Oct. 3I,
i825~Feb. 13, 1905), journalist, author, profes-
sor of the history of art, the youngest son of
Nathaniel Scudder Prime and his wife, Julia
Ann Jermain, was a grandson of Benjamin
Youngs Prime [q.v.~\ and a brother of Samuel
Irenaeus and Edward Dorr Griffin Prime [qq.v.1.
He was born in Cambridge, N. Y., where his
father, a Presbyterian minister, was headmaster
of Washington Academy. When the boy was
five years of age the family moved to Sing Sing
(now Ossining), where the father took charge
of Mount Pleasant Academy. William graduated
from the College of New Jersey (Princeton) in
1843, studied law, was admitted to the bar in
1846, and entered practice in New York City.
In 1851 he married Mary Trumbull, of Stoning-
ton, Conn.
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